Accident Causation 

The Gauley Bridge disaster happened in 1930-1931 at the start of the Great Depression. Jobs were scarce. About 5,000 workers came with their families to southern West Virginia to build a railroad bridge. The pay was low and the working conditions were terrible. The workers were ordered to break rocks containing high concentrations of silica. Company officials who visited the worksite were given masks to wear. But workers were not. By the time work ended, 476 workers had died of silicosis. Another 1,500 contracted the disease within a year or two. The Gauley Bridge Tunnel affair remains a monument to corporate greed and one of the worst industrial disasters in American history.

The incident now referred to as the Bhopal Gas Tragedy, which has also been called “Hiroshima of the Chemical Industry” one of the worst commercial industrial disasters in history. The post-accident analysis showed that the accident started when a tank containing methyl isocyanate (MIC) leaked. MIC is an extremely reactive chemical and is used in production of the insecticide carbonyl. It is presumed that the scientific reason for the accident at Bhopal is that water entered the tank where about 40 cubic meters of MIC was stored. When water and MIC mixed, an exothermic chemical reaction is started, producing a lot of heat. As a result, the safety valve of the tank burst because of the increase in pressure. This burst was so violent that the coating of concrete around the tank also broke. It is presumed that between 20 and 30 tons of MIC was released during the hour that the leak took place.
Theses disasters could have been prevented, if there were a more stable health system. Also a higher understanding of dangerous environments by the workers. If the workers were better educated, they might have known of the dangers that came with the job. I really don’t believe it’s their fault though, I believe the U.S should have established a better system of health and environmental inspectors. The nation as a whole has to be alert of the possible disasters, which could take place. 
The 1924 Nixon Nitration Works disaster was an explosion and fire that claimed many lives and destroyed several square miles of New Jersey factories.

The 1998 St. Cloud explosion was a gas explosion that occurred in St. Cloud, Minnesota on December 11, 1998. A work crew installing a utility pole support anchor punctured an underground natural gas pipeline which resulted in the explosion.
